
Keeping Your Options Open 
Or how to be a practical data 

analyst/scientist/user/dba/architect 



Philosophers and analytics 

The fox knows many things,  
but the hedgehog knows one big thing. 
-- Archilochus, 700 B.C. 



Sir Isaiah Berlin published in 1953 



Nate Silver, 2012 Jim Collins, 2001 

What are you 
deeply 

passionate 
about 

 
 
What you can 
be the best in 
the world at 

 
 

What drives 
your economic 

engine 

Hedgehog Concept 



Which is the right approach to analytics?  
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You say Data, I say datums 



Banks 



https://www5.fdic.gov/idasp/main.asp 

https://www5.fdic.gov/idasp/main.asp


Troubles 

Data is already pivoted 
Ocean of Numbers 
Formatting is text report 
 



Bikes 



https://www.niceridemn.org/data/ 

https://www.niceridemn.org/data/


Troubles 

Data integrity 
Volume Issues 
Outliers skew 



Colleges 



https://collegescorecard.ed.gov/data/ 

https://collegescorecard.ed.gov/data/


Troubles 

122 Columns in the short version 
Need a SME to interpret 
LOTS of Nulls 



Choosing the right tool set 



Strengths and Weaknesses 

Flexibility 

Learnability 

Horsepower 

Community 



Scripting for Windows Users Jealous of *NIX Users 





The Desktop Analytic Tool Only Your Auditor Knows 





The Desktop Analytic Tool Everyone Knows 





Challenges 



Report Intake Trending Concatenate Reports 



Lost Stations Lazy Bikers Altitude 



Sampling Regional Maps Column Selection 



Is there a silver bullet? 



Teach Learn 

Experiment Practice Flexibility 

User Groups 



Which is the right approach?   



Credits 



Icons provided by “The Noun Project” 

Thenounproject.com 


